NAHT January 9th, 2024 Board Meeting Minutes

Present: John Chesser, George Belitsos, Maggie Tinsman, Deanna Jensen, Lyna Debner,
Thomas Barr, Mike Tupper, Bernadette Rixner, Shirley Fineran, Linda Harell and Kim Hilby

Excused Absence: Stephanie Olson
Absent: Jessica Hagin

Guests: Elizabeth Phan (Technology Consultant), Gretchen Brown-Waech (Attorney General’s
Office), Chelsea Hoye (Advocacy Strategies), Shirlee Reding (Emeritus Board Member),
Lindsey Herazy and Muhayimana Benigne (Technology Consultant)

I. Call to order and attendance; start recording.
The meeting was called to order at 2:35 p.m. by Chesser, NAHT chair.

1. nsent Agenda D mber 12th min Tr rerr h r and Beli :

Tinsman notes that there is a name spelling error in the December meeting minutes that will be
corrected by Elizabeth the technology consultant. Chesser asked if the board had any further
discussion about the meeting minutes.

Belitsos introduced a new technology consultant, Muhayimana Benigne who has been helping
him with the treasurer’s report while Maddie is currently studying abroad in Rome. Muhayimana
Benigne along with Elizabeth Phan will be attending the January 11th proclamation signing and
assisting Belitsos with set-up, photos, and staffing the NAHT information and display table.

Belitsos turned to the treasurer’s report and noted that there was a big boost in donations in
December. There is a total income of $9,267 in donations for December. The month before was
disappointing because it was Giving Tuesday and we only received 3 gifts. There were also two
board members that donated in December which were Chesser and Barr. There was a large
donation in December of $5,000 from The Lohse Family Foundation. It is important to note that
this is their third large gift over the last 5 years which greatly supports the NAHT fight against
human trafficking. Belitsos asked Chesser if he would be willing to reach out to representative
Lohse on January 11th and thank him for his donation. There was also another woman that
donated $2,500, and that has previously once donated before. This donation came from the
Cambridge Investment Firm. There was also a generous donation from Springfield, lowa
Presbyterian Church of $750. There were also 5 smaller gifts and several gifts from anonymous
donors. The expenses were minimal for December Interest income on the 8-month CD brought
in another $87.88.

There was no further discussion and Chesser moved to approve both the meeting minutes and
the treasurer’s report. Tinsman seconded the motion. Both the December minutes and the
treasurer’s reports were approved unanimously.

lll. Officer elections for 2024

Chesser called for the officer elections for 2024. Belitos moved to reelect Chesser for another
one-year term as Chair. Barr seconded and there was no further discussion. Chesser moved to



elect Fineran as Vice President and Tinsman seconded. There was no further discussion.
Belitsos nominated Tinsman as Secretary and Hilby seconded. There was no further discussion.
Tinsman moved to reelect Belitsos as Treasurer and Barr seconded. There was no further
discussion. The motion to elect all 4 officers passed unanimously. Chesser welcomed back
Kim Hilby on the board.

IV. Legislative Committee January 4th meeting update (Maggie). Update on the legislature

and efforts to meet with Gov. Reynolds (Threase, Chelsea)

Tinsman reminded the Board that the 2024 legislative priority is to get 5 million dollars for victim
service assistance for survivors of human trafficking. The goal is to help finance at least 26
different agencies across the state of lowa that could use this money to help trafficking victims.
Tinsman asks about the board’s representatives and senators who have spoken about this
legislative priority.

Barr started by stating that his representative had reached out personally and was supportive of
this legislative priority, however, he has not heard back from his Senator. He did note that Jeff
Taylor and Sandy Salman are supportive of this priority. Belitsos added that his Senator and his
representative both approved of 5m legislative funding priority and will be advocating for it.
Debner has also reached out but has not heard back. Fineran and Jensen said that both of their
representatives and Senators approve of this legislative priority.

Tinsman and Hoye will be speaking to representatives on Thursday morning of January 11th to
discuss this legislative priority. Hoye noted that the Ag's office has requested an increase of 4.6
million, which is not quite 5, but pretty close, in the victim services budget. It would be 4.6 million
in addition to the standing appropriation of what has been 5 million. It would be solely victim
services so they need to have the human trafficking language included in that budget line item.

Tinsman was disappointed to report that there is no response from the Governor’s office in
regard to a meeting request. They will try again after next Monday's caucuses.

V. Final plans for January 11th Proclamation Signing and award presentation (George

Belitsos mentioned being sure to extend the invitation to all those present to meet the honorees
at a reception being held by the Secretary of State. He will have all the educational information
ready to go on the Information Network table. The Secretary of State is also going to have an
information table. There will be two technology consultants who will be helping to set up the
chairs and tables. Belitsos also notes that blue is the International color for fighting human
trafficking and recommends that the board should wear blue if they can. Thursday is also the
national day to wear blue which is always held on January 11th of each year.

VL. Meetin for 2024

January 9, 2024
February 13, 2024
March 12, 2024
April 9, 2024

May 14, 2024
June 11, 2024
July 9, 2024
August 13, 2024



September 10, 2024
October 8, 2024

November 12, 2024
December 10, 2024

VIl. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 4:05 pm



