
NAHT February 13th, 2024 Board Meeting Minutes

Present: John Chesser, George Belitsos, Maggie Tinsman, Lyna Debner, Thomas Barr, Mike
Tupper, Bernadette Rixner, Shirley Fineran, Stephanie Olson, Linda Harell and Kim Hilby

Excused Absence: Deanna Jensen

Guests: Elizabeth Phan (Technology Consultant), Shirlee Reding (Emeritus Board Member),
and Threase Harms (Advocacy Strategies)

I. Call to order and attendance; start recording.

The meeting was called to order at 2:32 p.m. by Chesser, NAHT chair.

II. Consent Agenda January 9th minutes, Treasurer reports (Chesser and Belitsos):

Belitsos states that the NAHT did not receive as many donations as December ($9,000).
However, the NAHT did meet a little over $1,000, made up of a lot of small gifts and several
board members also contributed. Belitsos notes that January gave us a good start to this year.
Belitsos also states that the board received another $88 dividend for the last month of January
which is in an 8-month CD.

There was no further discussion and Chesser moved to approve both the meeting minutes and
the treasurer’s report. Tinsman seconded the motion. Both the January minutes and the
treasurer’s reports were approved unanimously.

III. Resignation of Lara Marsh as our webmaster. Proposal of Curtis Grimm of Digital
Boost to provide web services to NAHT. (Chesser)

Lara Marsh has resigned after 7 years of contracting as the NAHT’s webmaster. She has taken
a new full-time job and the board appreciates her hard work and accomplishments. She will still
be on the server and maintaining the webpage, however, she will not be controlling the website,
mailchamp or posting the blog/newsletter. She recommended a third-party webmaster service
called Digital Boost in Cedar Rapids. Curtis Grimm is the leader of a 4 person team. Lara
worked alone. Marsh Belitsos, Chesser, and one of the Tech consultants interviewed Grimm via
a Zoom call. This went well and Chesser and Belitsos called 3 references which were also
positive. Chesser next asked Digital Boost for a contract. The contract was sent, however,
Chesser has not looked over the contract to work with Digital Boost just yet as Grimm had sent
out the agreement just before today’s board meeting. Olson offered to assist Chesser in
reviewing for the contract.

After some discussion, Belitsos motioned to approve Chesser's permission to sign a new
contract or agreement with a new webmaster/contractor for the board that meets the NAHT’s
price and needs. Olson seconded the motion. The motion to grant permission for the chair
to sign a new contract with a new webmaster has been approved.

IV. NAHT board members: nomination of Jackie White and Teresa Davidson to the board.
Updated board roster. Update on prospective board members. (Chesser)



Chesser confirmed that Teresa Davidson has agreed to return to the board for a 2-year term.
Jessica Hagin is not on the board due to her lack of communication and multiple absences from
the board meetings. Chesser states that it has been difficult trying to get in touch with her,
assuming that she has a different phone number and email.

Chesser has also spoken to Kelly Markey as a prospective board member, who is the Founder
and Director of Dorothy’s House in Des Moines. However, Belitsos reported that Markey
recently resigned that position after serving with distinction for a long time. He also
recommended Carl Schilling, who's on the NAHT legislative committee as a good prospect for
board membership. He is a full-time volunteer lobbyist for the Iowa Association for Justice.

Jackie White was a trainer for the Iowa Law Enforcement Academy and is currently in the
Attorney’s General Office. She attended Day on the Hill and John Gish, her boss approved for
her serving on the board. Belitsos suggested that White and Davidson should have a new board
member orientation, and Chesser will follow up with that in the next week or so.

Belitsos motioned to approve the nomination of White and Davidson. Tinsman seconded the
motion. The motion to approve Jackie White and Teresa Davidson as new board members
was approved.

Belitsos volunteered to update the Board roster. We are now back up to 14 Board members with
a goal of adding 1 more for a total of 15.

V. Legislative session update (John). Discussion of the January 11 event and local HT
month proclamations. Day on the Hill event date in 2025 is Wednesday, January 15th,
2025 at 11:30 am. (Chesser)

Harms stated that we are currently in the sixth week of the legislative session. Tinsman asked if
everyone had reached out to their legislative representatives about the five million dollars for
human trafficking victim assistance. Most board members reported having spoken to their
representative and Senator. Olson did not reach out to her representatives because they reside
in Nebraska. Tinsman believes it is a good idea to re-contact any representative who has not
responded to any of the board members.

Tinsman had talked to Senator Kraayenbrink and Senator Garrett last week. She informed the
board that Senator Kraayenbrink was interested and wanted additional information, however
has not confirmed his support. Tinsman believes that Senator Zon is supportive and again
talked to Gary Moore, however, he is afraid that the Senate would not do it.

Harms stated that the House seems to have more interest and support for the 5m request than
the Senate. This week, the policy bills need to transition through their committee processes so
they have to go through a committee and a subcommittee to continue to be eligible. Harms
explained that the goal is to narrow the number of eligible bills that the legislature will continue
to consider prior to the first funnel. Harms explained that where we are in the process right now
is that next week they'll start debating bills on the floor and then in the first week of March they
will be coming out with some budget targets and start that budget process. In the next couple of
weeks, we will be working on and continuing to have conversations with the appropriators on
the judiciary committee and the appropriations. Belitsos asked if there were any
recommendations from the Human Trafficking Interim Committee. Harms stated that there has
been no study committee recorded recommendations, Chesser has heard that elected officials
who are on that interim committee were not satisfied with the lack of recommendations. There



was only a report of what occurred and she believes that they felt derelict in their duties. And so
hence they have no reported recommendations.

Belitsos expressed disappointment with the Interim Committee and recalled their
recommendations were to serve as NAHT legislative priorities. This is a big setback for the
4-year effort to get a Safe Harbor bill in Iowa.

The 2024 Legislative Session is nearly halfway through, and the legislature just wrapped up its
seventh week session with approximately eight to go! This gives us time to continue working on
several human trafficking bills that survived the funnel deadline. Now that the first funnel is
behind us, the focus switches to passing legislation on the chamber floor before March 15th, the
second funnel deadline. We expect the budget process to start in earnest after the week of
March 15th when the Revenue Estimating Committee will make their predictions and give
legislators their FY25 budget target. Below you will find a list of the current bills NAHT is
tracking, and where the bills stand at this point in time.

HF 594 would exempt murder offenders who are victims of human trafficking from the restitution
requirements. The restitution requirement calls for $150,000 to the victim’s estate or their heirs.
This bill is on the House Calendar. The NAHT is supporting this bill.

HF 2546 would require public schools to teach internet safety, the DOE to create a curriculum
for students in grades 6 through 12, and provide that school districts prohibit student access to
social media platforms on school connection. The bill is eligible for debate on the House Floor.
The NAHT is supporting this bill.

SF 2162 gives the Secretary of State the authority to not forward mail to victims of domestic
abuse and/or assault, sexual abuse, assault, stalking, human trafficking, and other violent
crimes. The mail can go to a separate address, cancel the mail certification, or hold the mail for
up to 30 days. The bill is eligible for debate on the Senate Calendar. The NAHT is supporting
this bill.

SF 470 is still eligible from the 2023 session. The bill relates to the sexual exploitation of a
minor, prosecuting offenders, and creating applicable penalties. The bill is on the Senate
Calendar. The NAHT is supporting this bill.

HF 2460 / SF 2170 provides that at the time of sentencing, the court must determine when a
person convicted of human trafficking shall first become eligible for parole and work release.
The bill also expands the appointment of a guardian ad litem for prosecuting witnesses with
mental disabilities. These bills are eligible for debate on their respective calendar. The NAHT is
monitoring this bill.

HF 2241 / SF 2243 clarifies sexual exploitation tactics with minors, regarding AI, creation,
adaption, or modification of a visual depiction to give the appearance that an identifiable minor
is engaged in a prohibited sexual act, and the applicable penalties. Both bills are eligible for
debate on their respective calendar. The NAHT is tracking this bill.

HF 2239 would increase the penalty for the dissemination of child sexual content. The bill is on
the House Calendar. The NAHT is tracking this bill.

SF 2186 provides that if someone creates, adapts, or modifies an image of another person in a
state of full or partial nudity, or engaging in a sexual act will be charged with an aggravated



misdemeanor. The bill passed the Senate Unanimously and was referred to the House Judiciary
Committee. The NAHT is tracking this bill.

Similar to SF 2186, House File 2240 defines harassment of another person as using “an
individual, recognizable by the person’s face, likeness or other distinguished features” whose
image is created, adapted, or modified in a visual description of sexual acts. The harassment
would be classified as an aggravated misdemeanor. The bill is on the House Calendar. The
NAHT is tracking this bill.

HF 2523 would require a social media platform to gain consent from the guardian of a minor
before permitting the minor to create an account. The bill is on the House Calendar. The NAHT
is tracking this bill.

These 10 bills, along with their companions, are what Advocacy Strategies is tracking on behalf
of NAHT. With the first funnel in the rearview, we are gearing up to push these bills through the
opposite chamber before the second funnel deadline of March 15th. Both chambers must pass
the bill on their floor and the opposite chamber must pass it through a subcommittee and a full
committee to remain eligible for consideration through the second funnel deadline.

In the meantime, Maggie Tinsman and Advocacy Strategies are having conversations with the
members of the Judiciary Budget Committee appropriators in both chambers requesting a $5
million allocation for HT Victim Services.

There was no time to discuss the Outcome of the Day on the Hill on January 11th. 2024.

VI. Strategic plan and goals for 2024 (Chesser)

Chesser asked if anyone had recommended 2024 goals to propose. Belitsos suggested that a
bill be introduced to designate a state agency or university to be mandated to collect statistics
on human trafficking from other state agencies and survivor service programs. Currently, the
NAHT is the only nonprofit organization collecting and compiling statewide stats and reposting
these to the public. He started to do this 7 years ago and Chesser continued to provide the 2022
statistic chart. This chart is placed in the blog/newsletter and NAHT website.

Belitsos described that each year the chair invites reps from 5 state agencies and organizations
to report to the Board starting in February and each month until June. Chesser should invite Ray
Fiedler to the next board meeting since the DPS Office to combat human trafficking is the first to
submit their stats to the legislation each January. This should be filled by reports for the AG’s
Office, DHS, the Federal District, the Attorney for the Southern District of Iowa, DOT/TAT, and
the Iowa Trafficking hotline.

Tinsman asks about the new Law Enforcement Academy Human Trafficking Instructor position,
as the applications were due by the end of January. Chesser states that there is still an ongoing
process and the instructor position has not been determined. Tupper understands that they are
short-staffed as he is needed to teach multiple disciplines, and they are flexible with this
position, however, he hopes they will not diminish the quantity and quality of the human
trafficking instructions going forward.

Beltisos asked Chesser to contact the LEAA to express concern about the watered-down job
description. He reminded the Board that the NAHT convinced the Legislature to provide the



funding from the legislature and that the appropriation was for hiring a human trafficking
instructor with extensive knowledge and experience in Human Trafficking.

VII. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 p.m.


