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History of Anti-Human Trafficking Bills supported by the 

Iowa NAHT and signed into law by Governor Branstad 

 

1. Child Pornography/Human Trafficking     Governor signed 4/4/12 
This legislation allows prosecutors to file multiple charges against defendants for possession of multiple computer images 
of child pornography, in the same way that current law provides for multiple charges when the images are in other forms. 
For example, if a defendant had 100 Polaroid pictures of child pornography in a shoe box, he could be charged with 100 
counts.  
 
This law adds the above offense to the list of offenses covered by sex offender registry requirements. It makes clear that 
the definition of human trafficking includes the knowing purchase of services involving commercial sexual activities from a 
victim or another person engaged in human trafficking. 
 
It also makes clear that a mistake of age defense is not available to a defendant in a human trafficking case. A defendant 
would not be able to claim “the victim looked older” or “showed me an ID.” It adds a provision making it clear that the 
solicitation of minors under the age of 18 (or the solicitation of a law enforcement officer representing himself or herself to 
be a person under the age of 18) to engage in commercial sexual activity is a human trafficking offense. 
 
Under current law, human trafficking means participating in a venture with two or more persons. The reason to add this 
provision is that a single individual could be soliciting a victim under 18 to engage in commercial sexual activity. An 
example would be a strip club owner recruiting under-age sex performers. Under the crime victim compensation program, 
compensation is denied when a victim consents or assists in a criminal act. 
 
This provision makes clear that compensation cannot be denied to a victim of human trafficking who is under the age of 
18. The assumption is that a victim of human trafficking (such as a prostitution ring) is forced to consent and assist in the 
criminal act under threat from the captor. 
 

2. SF2311 – Human Trafficking    Governor signed 4/24/14 
 Allows the County Attorney to refer minor victims of human trafficking to DHS for CINA (child in need of 

assistance) proceedings, which would open up a wide array of important services to victims. 
 Adds a $1000 dollar surcharge, beginning January 1, 2015, for persons convicted of human trafficking, johns, 

pimps and panderers and establishes a human trafficking victim fund (where the surcharge shall be deposited) 
that shall be used for services for victims of human trafficking as well as public awareness. 

 Requires the Iowa Law Enforcement Academy to report to the Legislature what resources are devoted to training 
relating to human trafficking. 

 Further defines “enticement” of a minor to include enticement through mail, telephone, internet, or any social 
media. 

 Allows for expunging (removal) a record of prostitution committed when the person was under age 18 if there are 
no additional crimes for two years. 

 Increases the penalties for “johns”, who offer to purchase or who purchase services of a prostitute who is under 
the age of 18, to a class “D” felony (was a simple misdemeanor). 

 Increases the penalties for pimps who solicit and enable prostitution for a prostitute who is under the age of 18 to 
a class “C” felony (was a class “D” felony). 

 Adds an affirmative defense if the alleged “pimp” is under the age of 21 and was prostituted as a child because of 
coercion, force, etc. of an adult. 

 Extends the criminal statute of limitations for various sex offenses committed against children from three (3) to ten 
(10) years. 

 Allows the Attorney General to seek a warrant to intercept communications that relate to felony human trafficking 
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3. SF510, Division XXIII, on Human Trafficking    Governor signed 4/15/15 
Human trafficking is now a forcible felony in Iowa, wherein convicted traffickers must serve a minimum of 70% of their 
maximum sentence prior to eligibility for parole/probation. 
 
The Crime Victim Assistance Division of the Department of Justice, in cooperation with other governmental and NGO 
agencies, shall develop and conduct outreach, public awareness, and training programs for the general public, law 
enforcement agencies, and potential victims. 
 
The Crime Victim Assistance Division may use up to $300,000 annually from the victim compensation fund for training 
requirements including outreach, public awareness, and training programs related to human trafficking. 
 
A Human Trafficking Enforcement Fund is established in the Department of Justice. Money from the mortgage settlement 
fund (currently valued at $726,000) shall be transferred into this fund. The money will be used for training local law 
enforcement, members of the state patrol, county attorneys, judicial officers, juvenile court officers and public safety 
answer point personnel about recognizing and reporting incidents of human trafficking. Any money remaining in the fund 
as of June 30, 2020 shall be transferred to the general fund. 
 

4. HF2278 An act relating to the limitations of criminal actions in kidnapping or human trafficking offenses, and 
providing penalties    Governor signed 3/30/16 

 An information or indictment for kidnapping in the first, second, or third degree committed on or with a person 
who is under the age of eighteen years shall be found within ten years after the person upon whom the offense is 
committed attains eighteen years of age, or if the person against whom the information or indictment is sought is 
identified through the use of a DNA profile, an information or indictment shall be found within three years from the 
date the person is identified by the person’s DNA profile, whichever is later. 

 An information or indictment for human trafficking in violation of section 710A.2, committed on or with a person 
who is under the age of eighteen years shall be found within ten years after the person upon whom the offense is 
committed attains eighteen years of age, or if the person against whom the information or indictment is sought is 
identified through the use of a DNA profile, an information or indictment shall be found within three years from the 
date the person is identified by the person’s DNA profile, whichever is later. 

 An indictment or information for a felony or aggravated or serious misdemeanor shall be found within three years 
after its commission. 

 
5. SF2258 New Child Sex Trafficking Abuse Code and Modification to Sexual Abuse Code    Governor signed 4/6/16 

SF2258 went into effect July 1, 2016 and the following is a summary: 
 Implements federal requirements from the Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strengthening Families Act (P.L. 113-

183), which addresses: 
o Human Trafficking 
o Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard 

 Implements federal requirements from the Justice for Victims of Trafficking Act of 2015 (P.L. 114-22, amends the 
Child Abuse Prevention Treatment Act), which requires: 

o Child Sex Trafficking to be a new type of child abuse 
o Workers identify, assess, and provide services for victims of sex trafficking 

 Modifies the child abuse definition of sexual abuse 
 Directs a stakeholder workgroup be established to address Drug Endangered Children 

New Child Sex Trafficking Abuse Code*: 
Iowa Code section 232.68(2)(a)(11) defines “Child Sex Trafficking” as the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, 
obtaining, patronizing, or soliciting of a child for the purpose of commercial sexual activity as defined in Iowa Code section 
710A.1 

 “Commercial sexual activity” means any sex act or sexually explicit performance for which anything of value is 
given, promised to, or received by any person and includes, but is not limited to, prostitution, participation in the 
production of pornography, and performance in strip clubs. 
*NOTE: This category of child abuse does not require caretaker status. 
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Modification to Sexual Abuse Code*: 
Iowa Code section 232.68(2)(a)(3) defines “Sexual Abuse” as the commission of a sexual offense with or to a child 
pursuant to Iowa Code chapter 709, section 726.2, or section 728.12(1), as a result of the acts or omissions of the person 
responsible for the care of the child or of a person who resides in a home with the child. 
*NOTE: This category of child abuse is expanded from caretaker status to also include any person who resides in 
a home with the child. 

 
6. SF2191 Establishing an office within the Department of Public Safety to oversee efforts to combat human 

trafficking: Appropriation of $300,000 to fund this office    Governor signed 4/7/16 
 Serve as a point of contact for anti-human trafficking activity in this state. 
 Consult with and work jointly with other governmental agencies and nongovernmental or community organizations 

that have expertise in the areas of human trafficking prevention, victim protection and assistance, law enforcement, 
and prosecution for the purpose of combating human trafficking in this state. 

 Develop a strategy to collect and maintain criminal history data on incidents related to human trafficking. 
 Develop a strategy for sharing victim and offender data among governmental agencies. 
 Apply for or assist other governmental agencies, as assistance is needed, to apply for grants to support human 

trafficking enforcement, prosecutions, trainings, and victim services. 
 Research and recommend trainings to assist governmental agencies to identify and respond appropriately to human 

trafficking victims. 


