
I traveled to Washington DC for the first convening of the Public-Private Partnership (PPP) 
Advisory Council in late January. It truly was an honor to meet my 9 fellow team members on 
the council; they are all incredible human beings! We elected Tim Ballard (founder of the 
Underground Railroad) and Sandra Morgan (Director of the Global Center for Women and 
Justice at Vanguard University) as co-leaders of the council and divided into two 
subcommittees; prevention and survivor care. I was appointed to the survivor care 
subcommittee, which is co-led by Bruce Deel (founder and CEO of the City of Refuge in Atlanta) 
and Esta Soler (founder of Futures Without Violence).  
 
The PPP Advisory Council was created through the reauthorization of the Trafficking Victims 
Protection Act (TVPA) (Senate Bill 1312) to advise the President’s Interagency Task Force (PITF). 
We do this alongside the US Advisory Council (USAC), which is comprised of 8 survivor leaders. 
The PTIF is comprised of approximately 15 federal agencies and departments. The State 
Department arranged for us to meet with critical members during our time in DC. These 
meeting included key leaders in the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), the 
Department of Justice (DOJ), Homeland Security (DHS) and the State Department. Meeting 
people like Katherine Chon (Director of the Office on Trafficking in Persons, HHS), Katharine 
Sullivan (Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General, DOJ), Bill Woolf (HT Programs Director 
and Senior Advisor, DOJ), Michael Costigan (Chief of Staff, DOJ), Tracy Raggs (Unit Chief ICE 
Homeland Security Investigations) and John C. Richmond (US Ambassador-at-large to Monitor 
and Combat Trafficking in Persons) was an unbelievable honor. These are just a few of the 
many incredible people we met and talked with about concerns about human trafficking. We 
left these meetings very encouraged as each leader in the “public” part of the Public-Private 
Partnership was very open and excited to be partnering with the “private” sector. 
 
On the 20th anniversary of the Trafficking Victims’ Protection Act, I was invited to attend the 
White House Summit Against Human Trafficking in the East Room. Speakers included Ivanka 
Trump, Attorney General William Barr, various members of congress and law enforcement, 
survivors Bella Hounakey and Jessica Hamlet, Calista Gingrich, Vice President Pence and 
President Trump. During the 2-plus hour summit, we heard about many great things happening 
in our nation to fight against this heinous crime. We heard the dedication of those in leadership 
to build a nation where there is no slavery. I was able to be on stage when President Trump 
signed the executive order assigning more federal resources (dollars and staff) towards ending 
human trafficking. I made many valuable connections and attended a post-summit reception 
where even more connections were made.  
 
The PPP Advisory Council has a great deal of work to do. We are tasked with serving as a point 
of contact for federal agencies seeking input on policies and programs, meeting with several 
other key groups and submitting a report with our recommendations by September. As the only 
member on the PPP Advisory Council from the Midwest, I am beyond honored to represent all 
YOUR voices at the federal level. Please do not hesitate to contact me with your thoughts or 
ideas (Teresa@ChainsInterrupted.com). 


