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The United Nations designated July 30 as the World Day Against Trafficking in Persons in 2013 
to raise awareness and gain support for the prevention of human trafficking, implement protocols 
to protect victims, and to penalize traffickers. 

Human trafficking is a crime that exploits women, children and men for numerous purposes 
including forced labor and sex. Globally countries are detecting and reporting more victims, and 
are convicting more traffickers. This can be the result of increased capacity to identify victims 
and/or an increased number of trafficked victims. 

Every country in the world is affected by human trafficking, whether as a country of origin, 
transit, or destination for victims. Traffickers the world over continue to target women and girls. 
The vast majority of detected victims of trafficking for sexual exploitation and 35 per cent of 
those trafficked for forced labor are female. Conflict further exacerbates vulnerabilities, with 
armed groups exploiting civilians and traffickers targeting forcibly displaced people. Data also 
shows that trafficking happens all around us as the share of persons trafficked within their own 
country has doubled in recent years to 58 per cent of all detected victims, according to the 2018 
UNODC Global Report on Trafficking in Persons. 

As we commemorate the 7th World Day Against Trafficking in Persons amidst the COVID-19 
pandemic we are especially concerned about how children are now more vulnerable today to 
online exploitation. Globally, school closures have not only impeded children’s access to 
education but also to a safe environment. Children confined to a home with abusive relatives 
may become victims of live-stream sex abuse and other forms of cybersex trafficking. 

Perpetrators are taking advantage of children spending more unsupervised time online. 
Authorities in Australia report that child predators have created and shared an online grooming 
manual describing ways to manipulate and exploit the increased number of children at home and 
online during Covid-19. https://www.theguardian.com/society/2020/may/14/child-abuse-
predator-handbook-lists-ways-to-target-children-during-coronavirus-lockdown 

With the global economic downturn, children are forced onto the streets in search of basics like 
food and money, making them accessible to human traffickers and other predators. The same 
applies to children fleeing home because of domestic abuse, which has spiked globally during 
the pandemic. 
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https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/glotip/2018/GLOTiP_2018_BOOK_web_small.pdf
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The National Center for Missing and Exploited Children in the United States has experienced a 
106% increase in global reports of suspected child sexual exploitation to its CyberTipline 
compared with March 2019. The Australian Centre to Counter Child Exploitation reports 
between October 2019 and March 2020 calls increased by 123% compared with the same period 
the previous year.2 In India, there has been a 95% rise in traffic searching for child sexual abuse 
content, and Europol has also witnessed an escalation.1  

The resources below may help families educate themselves on the dangers of sexual exploitation 
and how to stay safe online, particularly during the COVID-19 pandemic:  

• UNICEF has created an online guide about COVID-19 and its implications for protecting
children online which may be accessed by clicking here.

• The FBI’s Safe Online Surfing (SOS) program teaches students in 3rd – 8th grade about
how to safely navigate the internet.  The Program may be accessed by clicking here.

• Multiple national and international agencies collaborated on this one-page tip sheet to
help parents and children understand and protect themselves from online risks.

U.S. Catholic Sisters Against Human Trafficking also offers two modules that may be of interest:    

• Human Trafficking and Children in both English and Spanish
• Human Trafficking and Pornography in both English and Spanish

Further in the packet you will see information and resources to join our action this month 
targeting Attorney General Barr who has been derelict in his duties to recommend funding and 
support the enforcement of the Protect Our Children Act of 2008, a law designed to protect 
children from online sexual exploitation and trafficking.  

May this month leading up to the World Day Against Trafficking in Persons be an opportunity 
for us to learn, pray, and act to end human trafficking and protect children during this time of 
heightened vulnerability due to the pandemic! 
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https://www.equalitynow.org/covid_19_online_exploitation
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2020/may/14/child-abuse-predator-handbook-lists-ways-to-target-children-during-coronavirus-lockdown
https://www.unicef.org/coronavirus/keep-your-child-safe-online-at-home-covid-19
https://sos.fbi.gov/en/
https://www.end-violence.org/sites/default/files/paragraphs/download/English_COVID-19%20Keeping%20children%20safe%20online_FINAL.pdf
https://www.sistersagainsttrafficking.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/USCSAHT-HT-and-Children-module.pdf
https://www.sistersagainsttrafficking.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/USCSAHT-HT-and-Children-module_spanish-1.pdf
https://www.sistersagainsttrafficking.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/USCSAHT-HT-and-Pornography-module.pdf
https://www.sistersagainsttrafficking.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/USCSAHT-HT-and-Pornography-module_spanish-1.pdf


Survivor Testimonials 
See the impact of our educational scholarships and support of survivor safe houses through these two 

survivor reflections below. We are grateful for all who donate to help make this support possible! 

Angels at the Finish Line 
By Dawn S. 

I am a survivor of human trafficking.  I was trafficked at 15-years-old till age 21 in Hollywood, 
California, and Miami Beach, Florida, by a 32-year-old neighbor from 1976 to 1981 and, as a 
result, was then trafficked in Southeast Asia from 1982 to 1986. After returning to the United 
States, I spent many years trying to heal on my own. Still, I succumbed to hopelessness, alcohol, 
and addiction until July 1998, when through an act of grace, I entered recovery. From that 
moment, I began my journey of healing, education, and service. 

For the first time in my life, I gained the strength to look back on the violence and trafficking I 
endured in my youth. I became driven to understand why a predator and pimp targeted someone 
like me.  I earned my undergraduate degree summa cum laude in 2012 from Eastern Oregon 
University, receiving the outstanding gender studies student award. I was then awarded a 
teaching fellowship to the Women's Studies graduate program at Oregon State University. I 
thrived as a student teacher and the ability to dive deeper into understanding the systemic 
oppressions that create populations vulnerable to human trafficking. 

It seemed I had finally found my voice. Education was empowering me to overturn the abuse of 
my past and be a strong voice in the anti-trafficking movement. However, only six weeks before 
I was to graduate, my father suddenly passed away, and my graduation plans stopped abruptly. I 
had to leave Oregon State, losing my funding, and never having finished or defended my thesis. 

I am also a single mother of a special-needs daughter. I knew that securing employment without 
a degree would not provide sustainable wages. Without help, I wouldn't be able to afford to 
complete my degree on my own. This school year, 2019/2020, was the last year I would be 
eligible to defend my thesis, and I was running out of hope that I would be able to finish my 
education. It was at the eleventh hour that the Coalition to Abolish Slavery and Trafficking 
(CAST) made me aware of the US Catholic Sisters Against Human Trafficking education 
scholarship. I didn't know if I could qualify, but I submitted my application and said a prayer. 

There are many challenges in coming out of abuse and oppression. Memories of trauma tend to 
compound life's struggles. It was a deep sadness that hovered over me should I not be able to get 
my degree after all I've worked to overcome. Yet, my despair turned to joy as Sister Margaret 
phoned me personally to tell me that the USCSAHT approved my application for support. With 
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much gratitude, I dove back into my studies for the 2019/2020 school year and, by God's grace, 
successfully defended my thesis on June 9, 2020.  

This degree will enable me to gain employment in the anti-trafficking movement, where I can 
help develop solutions to dismantle systemic oppression and support marginalized and 
vulnerable people. As a survivor of gender-based violence, living the life of an advocate chose 
me. Still, today I wholeheartedly embrace this career with a deep passion for protecting human 
rights and helping others. This gift of support from the USCSAHT helped make my lifelong 
dream of overturning a violent past into a reality. They have been angels that helped carry me 
across what seemed like an impassable finish line. From the bottom of my heart, thank you. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Home at Dawn’s Place 
Written by a graduate of Dawn’s Place 

Each morning I awake, 
And always I am glad, 
Happiness I no longer fake, 
No reason to be sad, 
For here I have found a Home. 

When I recall my agonizing hell 
And my painful mistakes 
I no longer sit and dwell, 
My shame does not stay awake. 
All because I am Home. 

If elsewhere I shall have my fears, 
But here I feel secure, 
Here is where I shed my tears, 
So I know here lies my cure, 
For here is none other than my Home 

Two words so tenderly complete, 
When Angels talk in Heaven above, 
I’m sure they have no words more sweet, 
Than Home and Love, 
That is why I’m proud to call it Home. 
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Background on the Letter to Attorney General Barr 

Child online sexual exploitation is rampant. As with all pandemics, online sexual abuse of 
children is not easy to detect, threatens lives, especially of the most vulnerable, and if 
unaddressed, will have daunting and irreversible impacts on families and society. In 2019, the 
New York Times reported in a series of articles on this crime, that 45 million photos and videos 
of children being exploited, tortured, and abused were uploaded to the internet during the 
previous year. Some of these children were as young as infants and toddlers.  Furthermore, as the 
Times as well as other human rights groups have noted, the market for these images is growing 
as children spend increasing amounts of time online. 

The US Catholic Sisters Against Human Trafficking denounces this horrific crime against 
children and is calling upon Attorney General Barr to exercise his responsibilities, listed below, 
under the Protect Our Children Act of 2008.  Since online predators are among the most 
technologically adept of all criminals, it is urgent that we equip our law enforcement agencies 
with what they need to identify child predators and bring them to justice. 

How this can be done. 

The Protect our Children Act enacted in 2008 and reauthorized by the 115th Congress (2017-19), 
is a law which focus on preventing online child exploitation and prosecuting those responsible 
for this crime.  This legislation requires a strategic and coordinated campaign across many 
jurisdictions so that offenders can be identified and children can be protected from stalking and 
other forms of harmful abuse.  The Attorney General’s role with respect to this legislation is to 
review, update, and implement strategies every two years that are necessary to support the 
effectiveness of our nation’s response to online exploitation of children.  However, since 2008, 
the Department of Justice has provided only two such reports. 

Since our capacity to confront and dismantle the increasingly sophisticated tools and techniques 
used by predators online is related to the needs that are identified in regular reporting by DOJ, 
our enforcement agencies are under-funded and under-resourced in their work.  The DOJs 
inattention to this crisis has left our children at higher risk for becoming victims of the most 
heinous of crimes. 

If we are to be effective in protecting our children from predators, the Attorney General must 
assume his responsibilities under the Protect our Children Act of 2008.  

5

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/09/28/us/child-sex-abuse.html


[Date] 

Hon. William P. Barr 
Attorney General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC   20530 

Dear Attorney General Barr, 

As our nation continues to battle the pandemic of the coronavirus, we hope that this letter finds 
you and your family in good health. 

[We are [INSERT NAME HERE] and give a sentence description of your 
congregation/coalition/church etc.] We are writing to you to express our concern, and request 
your action regarding another pandemic which is devastating millions of lives—the online sexual 
exploitation of children.  

As the New York Times reported in its 2019 coverage on this crime, over 45 million photos and 
videos of children being sexually exploited and tortured were uploaded in 2018. These represent 
an exponential growth in the demand for content that portrays the sexual abuse and torture of 
children, many of whom are infants and toddlers. More recently, during this time of school 
closures and online learning, Homeland Security has noted an uptick of online predatory 
behavior toward children. ECPAT,  an organization dedicated to ending child trafficking, points 
out that online predators are adept at using the most updated technology to conduct their crimes. 
Similarly, they are able to hide within the far reaches and darkest corners of the World Wide 
Web. Without adequate protection, every child who uses the internet is a potential victim.   

We have laws, such as the Protect Our Children Act of 2008 (S. 1738), which created a national 
strategy to identify and prosecute those responsible for child online sexual trafficking. However, 
in order to be effective, this law requires oversight by the Department of Justice, (DOJ). It was 
noted in the abovementioned New York Times report, as well as in a subsequent letter to you by 
Congresswoman Wassermann-Shultz, (August 2019), that the DOJ has been deficient in 
exercising its responsibilities with respect to the required oversight of this law.   

Law enforcement and other groups who have dedicated themselves to finding and prosecuting 
online child traffickers, have testified that they are under-resourced for their work to end this 
egregious crime (NYT article). Your Department’s oversight of the Task Forces created under 
the Protect Our Children Act of 2008 includes recommending adequate funding, as well as 
effective strategies that these Task Forces require to stop child online trafficking. The DOJ has 
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not exercised due diligence. Its failure to send regular reports to Congress has led to a failure of 
funding. Without adequate DOJ attention and oversight, as required by law, this crime will 
continue to escalate and perpetrators will continue to act with impunity. The consequences of 
this for innocent children are unspeakable.  

We join the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, (letter from April 30, 2020), in urging you to 
confront child online exploitation and the proliferation of pornography, which scars human 
dignity and violates the inherent rights of human beings, especially our vulnerable children.  As 
those who have dedicated ourselves to promoting human rights and dignity, including ending 
human trafficking in all its forms, we urge you to create a more robust response to the horror of 
online sexual exploitation of children, by directing your Department to fully implement the 
responsibilities entrusted to you in the Protect Our Children Act of 2008.   

We ask you to please advise us to the steps you plan to take to address our concerns.  

Thank you for your attention to this matter.  

Sincerely, 

[Signature] 
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2020 Prayer Service for World Day Against Trafficking in Persons 
Created by U.S. Catholic Sisters Against Human Trafficking  

 

Opening Song – We Are Many Parts  

 
Opening Prayer 

Dear God,  
birther of all life,  
you know us by name  
and call us your beloved.  
 
Through the Christ,  
you incarnated into this world,  
uniting us more closely than ever  
to you and your great Love.  
 
At times we forget  
that we are one body,  
that we precious and beloved,  
and we cause harm to ourselves and others  
in this forgetting.  
 
But you are a God who doesn’t forget.  
You see and hear the cries of your people,  
you feel the suffering and rejoicing.  
 

Help us to reconnect  
and re-member this larger body of Christ  
in which we are but a part,  
of equal importance to all the other parts.  
 
Awaken us to the reality of human 
trafficking  
that plagues our collective body.  
Help us to be agents of healing and 
transformation  
so that all might have life and have it 
abundantly.  
 
We ask this in your holy name,  
trusting you hear and will answer our 
prayers  
in accordance with your wisdom.  
 
Amen  

 

Reader 1:  

Millions of people around the world are suffering right now in the shadows as victims of human 
trafficking. There are men, women, and children in our own community who are being treated 
like slaves, tortured and dehumanized for the profit or pleasure of another. Let us not turn away 
from this harsh reality. Let us open our hearts, our eyes, and our ears to see how the body of 
Christ, our body, is suffering in the world today. Through a deeper seeing, may we repent of our 
own complicity and be moved to transform the reality that allows this abuse and suffering to 
continue.  
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Reader 2:  

We hear now the cries of the prophet Habakkuk, who echoes the cries of today of those who are 
trapped in slavery…  
 
“How long, O Lord, must I call for help, but you do not listen? Or cry out to you, “Violence!” 
but you do not save? Why do you make me look at injustice? Why do you tolerate wrongdoing? 
Destruction and violence are before me; there is strife, and conflict abounds. Therefore the law is 
paralyzed, and justice never prevails. The wicked hem in the righteous, so that justice is 
perverted. (Habakkuk 1:2-4)  
 
The Word of God  
Thanks Be to God   
 
Communal Lament  

We join with the prophets of past and present who raise up their voices in lament:  

[One] We lament the millions who cry out, “How Long!?” as they suffer from torture and abuse 
at the hands of their traffickers 

[All] God of compassion, have mercy on us 

[One] We lament our failure hear the cries of our brothers and sisters trapped in modern day 
slavery 

[All] God of compassion, have mercy on us 

[One] We lament all those members of our body who continue to abuse and exploit our fellow 
siblings 

[All] God of compassion, have mercy on us 

 [One] We lament the biases we hold that make it hard to see the suffering of those around us  

[All] God of compassion, have mercy on us 

[One] We lament our complicity in a culture of consumerism that pushes the demand for cheap 
goods and trafficked labor 

[All] God of compassion, have mercy on us 

[One] We lament our complicity in upholding systems of oppression that continue to 
dehumanize and exploit members of the body of Christ 

[All] God of compassion, have mercy on us 

[One] We lament the little and big ways we fail to honor the dignity and beauty of each 
individual person  
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[All] God of compassion, have mercy on us 

[One] We lament the fear and doubt that prevents us from taking action  

[All] God of compassion, have mercy on us 

 [One] For what else do we lament? [hold space for anyone to offer additional prayers of lament]   

 

(Take a Minute of Silence to take in the laments of a world wrapped up in human trafficking) 

 

Reader 1:  

A reading from 1 Corinthians chapter 12: “Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its 
many parts form one body, so it is with Christ… Now you are the body of Christ, and each one 
of you is a part of it. If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part rejoices, every part 
rejoices with it (1 Cor 12:12,26-27).  

Reader 2:  

We suffer together as one body and we rejoice together as one body. Our faith tells us that 
suffering and death do not have the last word. We are a people of resurrection hope, and new life 
is always possible. There are just as many stories of survivors who through their own courage, 
determination, and perseverance as well as with the loving support of others, now give thanks 
and rejoice for the freedom they experience and the dreams they have for their future. There are 
also stories of transformation for those who were previously traffickers or buyers and have 
changed their ways. Let us join together in collective praise for the God who makes a way out of 
no way and raise up new life even from the most desolate and hopeless of situations.    

 

Communal Praise  

[One] We rejoice with all survivors who have been freed from the bonds of human trafficking  

[All] Praise God, who’s Love endures forever (Ps 118) 

[One] We rejoice with all those who suffer from addiction and are now living sober  

[All] Praise God, who’s Love endures forever 

[One] We rejoice with all who have reached out in love and formed healthy, lasting relationships  

[All] Praise God, who’s Love endures forever 

[One] We rejoice with all those who have experienced a conversion of heart and have changed 
their harmful behaviors and beliefs  

[All] Praise God, who’s Love endures forever 
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[One] We rejoice with all who have experienced healing and forgiveness  

[All] Praise God, who’s Love endures forever 

[One] We rejoice with all who desire to share their story and with all who carry it in their heart  

[All] Praise God, who’s Love endures forever 

[One] We rejoice in the promise of hope and new life  

[All] Praise God, who’s Love endures forever 

[One] For what else do we rejoice? [hold space for anyone to offer additional prayers of praise]  

 
Song of Praise – One Thing Remains (Your Love Never Fails)  

 
Questions for reflection and discussion:  

We are one body, with many different parts and different gifts. Each of us has an important part 
to play to ensure the health and well-being of the whole, which means that we each have an 
important part to play in ending human trafficking and offering support to those already 
impacted.  

1. What part might you be called to play in the work to end modern-day slavery?  
2. Are there things you are already doing or new ideas you have?  
3. What do you want to learn more about?  
4. Who is already doing work in your community that you can connect with?  

 

Closing Prayer  

God of power and possibility,  
God of light and love,  
God of hope and resurrection,  
God of presence and grace,  
we entrust our prayers,  
our questions,  
our commitments,  
our longings,  
and all that remains left unsaid  
into your Heart,  
the one heart  
of our collective body.  

Unite us,  
empower us,  
sustain us,  
and liberate us  
to do the work  
you call us to do in the world.  
 
We give you thanks and praise for this day  
and the possibility of tomorrow.  
 
Amen  

 

Closing Song – Go Make A Difference 
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Let’s Spread the Word! 
Join USCSAHT and our partners in the Coalition of Catholic Organizations Against Human Trafficking 
in spreading the word about #WorldDayAgainstHumanTrafficking this July! We encourage you to share 
these images with your social networks! (click on the link to access the google folder with images)  

Action Number One: 
Update your Twitter or Facebook profile using the #WorldDayAgainstHumanTrafficking banner! 

Action Number Two:  
Share WorldDay postings and images – one for each week of July and a final post for July 30th! 

Action Number Three:  
Sign on to the USCSAHT Letter to Attorney General Barr to fulfill his duties with funding and enforcing 
the Protect Our Children Act of 2008 to protect children from online sexual exploitation and trafficking. 
There is also a sample social media post to share for this action below.   

Week one: July 5-11  
“We are facing a global phenomenon that exceeds the competence of any one community or country,” 
and therefore, “we need a mobilization comparable in size to that of the phenomenon itself.”   
Pope Francis, Message for the World Day of Peace, 1 January 2015.  

It begins with each of us. Help CCOAHT raise awareness this July - 
#WorldDayAgainstHumanTrafficking.   

Week two: July 12-18 
“The work of raising awareness must begin at home, with ourselves, because only in this way will we be 
able to then make our communities aware, motivating them to commit themselves so that no human being 
may ever again be a victim of trafficking.”  
Pope Francis, Dialogue with Participants in the World Day of Prayer, Reflection and Action against Human Trafficking, 12 
February 2018 

It begins with each of us. Help CCOAHT raise awareness this July - 
#WorldDayAgainstHumanTrafficking.   

Week three: July 19-25 
“I would like to mention the enormous and often silent efforts which have been made for many years by 
religious congregations, especially women’s congregations, to provide support to victims”  Pope Francis, 
Message for the World Day of Peace 2015, 8 December 2014 

It begins with each of us. Help CCOAHT raise awareness this July - 
#WorldDayAgainstHumanTrafficking.   
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Week four: July 26-31 
“How I wish that all of us would hear God’s cry, ‘Where is your brother?’ (Gen 4:9). Where is your 
brother or sister who is enslaved? Let us not pretend and look the other way..!”   
Pope Francis, Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, 24 November 2013, 211

It begins with each of us. Help CCOAHT raise awareness this July - 
#WorldDayAgainstHumanTrafficking.   

July 30, 2020  
“The Catholic Church intends to intervene in every phase of the trafficking of human beings; she wants to 
protect them from deception and solicitation; she wants to find them and free them when they are 
transported and reduced to slavery; she wants to assist them once they are freed.  
Pope Francis, Address to Participants in the World Day of Prayer, Reflection and Action against Human Trafficking, 12 February 
2018 

It begins with each of us. Join CCOAHT in educating yourself about human trafficking today.  
#WorldDayAgainstHumanTrafficking.   

Protect Children from Online Trafficking 
Due to #COVID19 restrictions, children are more vulnerable than ever to online predators and 
exploitation. Join CCOAHT member U.S. Catholic Sisters Against Human Trafficking in calling on 
Attorney General Barr to protect our children from traffickers by fully funding and implementing laws 
already in place. Learn more and Sign the Letter today! 

It begins with each of us. 
 #EndHumanTrafficking #WorldDayAgainstHumanTrafficking  
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